dropped into the collection bags that will go
around. Spare GIFT envelopes are available
at the parish office. Please give generously
for the vision of the archdiocese. More info is
available at gift.catholicfoundation.sg.

interactive classes. Hopefully, this can also show
local teachers different ways of engaging students.
The proceeds collected will fund the materials
needed for classes being conducted in the various
schools. Please give your generous support.

SHINE COMBINED TERTIARY CAMP 2018
- Theme: “ I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” John
15:5. Date: 20-12 Mar ‘18 (Tue - Fri) at Office for
Young People, 2 Lor Low Koon, s(536449), cost
$40. For Registration and details: http://tinyurl.
com/oypshine2018. To find out more about OYP:
www.oyp.org.sg

THE APOSTOLATE FOR CATHOLIC
TRUTH (ACT) - Talks in March: (1) The
Theology of the Body (Andrew Kong) 3 Mar ‘18.
(2) A Brief Introduction to Canon Law (Rev Fr
Adrian Yeo) 10 Mar ‘18. (3) Why Be Catholic?
(Andrew Kong) 17 Mar ‘18. (4) The Bible Alone
Theory (Kelvin Chia) 24 Mar ‘18. Time: 7.30pm to
9.30pm. Venue: Risen Christ Church Auditorium,
Toa Payoh. FREE, All are Welcome. Details and
Registration at www. catholic.sg/act Call 96493893
for enquiries (Andrew).

Parish Lenten Tree Project

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Clarity’s Lighting the Way Introductory
Workshop. 24 Mar ‘18, 10.30am - 12.30pm.
Agape Village. This workshop is for individuals
that have direct or indirect experiences with
friends or loved ones who may be suffering from
depression but have difficulty getting them to seek
help. Fees $15.00. To Register, W: https://tinyurl.
com/LTW24Mar or Tel: 6757 7990.

Background
The word lent comes from the old English word
“Lencten” which means Spring. Just as nature
renews itself during spring, the Church calls us all
to a time of spiritual renewal during the season of
lent. The spiritual disciplines of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving are recommended as means to help us
to work towards this renewal.

Once again, the Pasch of the Lord draws near! In
our preparation for Easter, God in his providence
offers us each year the season of Lent as a
“sacramental sign of our conversion”.[1] Lent
summons us, and enables us, to come back to
the Lord wholeheartedly and in every aspect of
our life.

PROJECT iLOVE 9 - a team of Catholic SMU
students will be at our church on Sunday 4 Mar
‘18 to raise funds for a mission trip to Cambodia
in collaboration with the Salesian Sisters of
Don Bosco. The project aims to enhance the
employability of the Don Bosco Vocational
students by equipping them with resume writing,
personal grooming and interview skills. At the
same time, the project also engages primary school
students and other village children through fun and

Sunset Mass
: 5.30pm
Rosary
: 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses
: 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
		 2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses
: 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer
: 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion
: 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion
: 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour
: 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy
: 3.00pm daily
Adoration Chapel
: 8.00am - 9.00pm (Mon to Sat), 8.00am - 7.00pm(Sun)
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - Fri: 9.30am - 9.30pm, Sat: 9.30am - 5.30pm, Sun: 9.30am - 5.00pm;
		 Lunch hours: 1.00pm - 2.00pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Mon - Sun: 7.00am - 7.00pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.
Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM OCD, Priests in
Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr GREGORY HON, OCD and Rev Fr JOSEPH KOH, OCD,
General-Delegate: Rev Fr JOHN CHUA OCD, Parish Secretary: Ms Martha Loh, Parish Clerk: Ms Jannie Lui,
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com
Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for on-going maintenance of our Church or parish
projects and Mass offerings; (ii) Church of SPP Building Fund - for contributions/donations to our Church building
fund; (iii) Carmelite Fathers - for contributions/donations to SPP Friars Community, Friars Formation; (iv) Soc
of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.
Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585 Fax: +65 6334 5414 email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg www.sppchurch.org.sg

First Sunday of Lent

18 February 2018 Year B

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year B) Pg 641
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Your ways, Lord, are faithfulness and love for those who keep your covenant.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 19 February - SAT 24 February 2018
MON: LV 19:1-2, MT 25:31-46 TUE: IS 55:10-11, MT 6:7-15 WED: JON 3:1-10, LK 11:29-32
THU: 1 PT 5:1-4, MT 16:13-19 FRI: EZ 18:21-28, MT 5:20-26 SAT: DT 26:16-19, MT 5:43-48

This lent, the Parish is embarking on a Lenten
tree project, which serves as an expression of our
collective commitment to work towards a spiritual
rejuvenation. We invite you be part of this project
by making a resolution to renew your spiritual
life this lent. To symbolically express your
commitment, we invite you to write down your
Lenten resolution on one of the leaves provided.
The leaves will then be hung by our volunteers.
We also provide a prayer card containing the
Prayer before the Crucifix. We encourage you
to pray this prayer daily throughout the season
of Lent to intercede for yourself and others who
desire to come back to the Lord this lent. We also
pray especially for the conversion of sinners.
We pray that as our Lenten tree livens up with
more greenery, our souls will also experience a
sense of renewal through our Lenten observances.
Have a blessed lent!
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
FRANCIS FOR LENT 2018
“Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of
many will grow cold” (Mt 24:12)

With this message, I would like again this year
to help the entire Church experience this time
of grace anew, with joy and in truth. I will take
my cue from the words of Jesus in the Gospel of
Matthew: “Because of the increase of iniquity, the
love of many will grow cold” (24:12).
These words appear in Christ’s preaching about
the end of time. They were spoken in Jerusalem,
on the Mount of Olives, where the Lord’s passion
would begin. In reply to a question of the disciples,
Jesus foretells a great tribulation and describes a
situation in which the community of believers
might well find itself: amid great trials, false
prophets would lead people astray and the love
that is the core of the Gospel would grow cold in
the hearts of many.
False prophets
Let us listen to the Gospel passage and try to
understand the guise such false prophets can
assume.
They can appear as “snake charmers”, who
manipulate human emotions in order to enslave
others and lead them where they would have them
go. How many of God’s children are mesmerized
by momentary pleasures, mistaking them for

true happiness! How many men and women live
entranced by the dream of wealth, which only
makes them slaves to profit and petty interests!
How many go through life believing that they are
sufficient unto themselves, and end up entrapped
by loneliness!
False prophets can also be “charlatans”, who
offer easy and immediate solutions to suffering
that soon prove utterly useless. How many
young people are taken in by the panacea of
drugs, of disposable relationships, of easy but
dishonest gains! How many more are ensnared
in a thoroughly “virtual” existence, in which
relationships appear quick and straightforward,
only to prove meaningless! These swindlers, in
peddling things that have no real value, rob people
of all that is most precious: dignity, freedom and
the ability to love. They appeal to our vanity, our
trust in appearances, but in the end they only make
fools of us. Nor should we be surprised. In order
to confound the human heart, the devil, who is “a
liar and the father of lies” (Jn 8:44), has always
presented evil as good, falsehood as truth. That is
why each of us is called to peer into our heart to
see if we are falling prey to the lies of these false
prophets. We must learn to look closely, beneath
the surface, and to recognize what leaves a good
and lasting mark on our hearts, because it comes
from God and is truly for our benefit.
A cold heart
In his description of hell, Dante Alighieri pictures
the devil seated on a throne of ice,[2] in frozen and
loveless isolation. We might well ask ourselves
how it happens that charity can turn cold within
us. What are the signs that indicate that our love is
beginning to cool?
More than anything else, what destroys charity
is greed for money, “the root of all evil” (1 Tim
6:10). The rejection of God and his peace soon
follows; we prefer our own desolation rather than
the comfort found in his word and the sacraments.
[3] All this leads to violence against anyone we
think is a threat to our own “certainties”: the
unborn child, the elderly and infirm, the migrant,
the alien among us, or our neighbour who does not
live up to our expectations.
Creation itself becomes a silent witness to this
cooling of charity. The earth is poisoned by
refuse, discarded out of carelessness or for selfinterest. The seas, themselves polluted, engulf

the remains of countless shipwrecked victims of
forced migration. The heavens, which in God’s
plan, were created to sing his praises, are rent by
engines raining down implements of death.
Love can also grow cold in our own communities.
In the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium,
I sought to describe the most evident signs of this
lack of love: selfishness and spiritual sloth, sterile
pessimism, the temptation to self-absorption,
constant warring among ourselves, and the
worldly mentality that makes us concerned only
for appearances, and thus lessens our missionary
zeal.[4]
What are we to do?
Perhaps we see, deep within ourselves and all
about us, the signs I have just described. But the
Church, our Mother and Teacher, along with the
often bitter medicine of the truth, offers us in the
Lenten season the soothing remedy of prayer,
almsgiving and fasting.
By devoting more time to prayer, we enable our
hearts to root out our secret lies and forms of selfdeception,[5] and then to find the consolation God
offers. He is our Father and he wants us to live
life well.
Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps
us to regard our neighbour as a brother or sister.
What I possess is never mine alone. How I
would like almsgiving to become a genuine style
of life for each of us! How I would like us, as
Christians, to follow the example of the Apostles
and see in the sharing of our possessions a
tangible witness of the communion that is ours
in the Church! For this reason, I echo Saint
Paul’s exhortation to the Corinthians to take up
a collection for the community of Jerusalem as
something from which they themselves would
benefit (cf. 2 Cor 8:10). This is all the more
fitting during the Lenten season, when many
groups take up collections to assist Churches and
peoples in need. Yet I would also hope that, even
in our daily encounters with those who beg for
our assistance, we would see such requests as
coming from God himself. When we give alms,
we share in God’s providential care for each of
his children. If through me God helps someone
today, will he not tomorrow provide for my own
needs? For no one is more generous than God.[6]
Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it

disarms us and becomes an important opportunity
for growth. On the one hand, it allows us to
experience what the destitute and the starving have
to endure. On the other hand, it expresses our own
spiritual hunger and thirst for life in God. Fasting
wakes us up. It makes us more attentive to God and
our neighbour. It revives our desire to obey God,
who alone is capable of satisfying our hunger.
I would also like my invitation to extend beyond
the bounds of the Catholic Church, and to reach
all of you, men and women of good will, who
are open to hearing God’s voice. Perhaps, like
ourselves, you are disturbed by the spread of
iniquity in the world, you are concerned about the
chill that paralyzes hearts and actions, and you see
a weakening in our sense of being members of the
one human family. Join us, then, in raising our plea
to God, in fasting, and in offering whatever you
can to our brothers and sisters in need!
The fire of Easter
Above all, I urge the members of the Church to
take up the Lenten journey with enthusiasm,
sustained by almsgiving, fasting and prayer. If, at
times, the flame of charity seems to die in our own
hearts, know that this is never the case in the heart
of God! He constantly gives us a chance to begin
loving anew.
One such moment of grace will be, again this

year, the “24 Hours for the Lord” initiative, which
invites the entire Church community to celebrate
the sacrament of Reconciliation in the context of
Eucharistic adoration. In 2018, inspired by the
words of Psalm 130:4, “With you is forgiveness”,
this will take place from Friday, 9 March to
Saturday, 10 March. In each diocese, at least
one church will remain open for twenty-four
consecutive hours, offering an opportunity for both
Eucharistic adoration and sacramental confession.
During the Easter Vigil, we will celebrate once
more the moving rite of the lighting of the
Easter candle. Drawn from the “new fire”, this
light will slowly overcome the darkness and
illuminate the liturgical assembly. “May the light
of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of
our hearts and minds”,[7] and enable all of us
to relive the experience of the disciples on the
way to Emmaus. By listening to God’s word
and drawing nourishment from the table of the
Eucharist, may our hearts be ever more ardent in
faith, hope and love.
With affection and the promise of my prayers for
all of you, I send you my blessing. Please do not
forget to pray for me.
From the Vatican, 1 November 2017
Solemnity of All Saints
Francis

[1] Roman Missal, Collect for the First Sunday of Lent (Italian). [2] Inferno XXXIV, 28-29. [3]“It is curious, but many times we are afraid of consolation,
of being comforted. Or rather, we feel more secure in sorrow and desolation. Do you know why? Because in sorrow we feel almost as protagonists.
However, in consolation the Holy Spirit is the protagonist!” (Angelus, 7 December 2014). [4] Evangelii Gaudium, 76-109. [5]Cf. BENEDICT XVI,
Encyclical Letter Spe Salvi, 33. [6]Cf. PIUS XII, Encyclical Letter Fidei Donum, III. [7] Roman Missal (Third Edition), Easter Vigil, Lucernarium.
Source: http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20171101_messaggio-quaresima2018.html

PARISH NEWS
WAY OF THE CROSS - From Fri 23 Feb, it
is held every Friday during Lent at 5.30pm.
Evening mass will follow after prayers.
BOYS’ TOWN FLAG DAY 2018 - Volunteers/
staff/beneficiaries from Boys’ Town will be in
the parish during the weekend of 24/25 Feb to
raise funds for the programmes, services and
maintenance of Boys’ Town’s facilities. Help
us make a difference in the lives of the children
and youth under our care. Thank you for your
generosity and support. For more information,
please call 66905420 or email info@boystown.
org.sg.
NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

YOUNG ADULTS NIGHT OF DISCUSSION
– CREED ON THE STREET (COTS 9). The
purpose of the Creed On The Street (COTS) session
is to invite young adults to join in a conversation
with each other, to lend perspective of their faith
on social issues. This session will be on 16 Mar ‘18
(Fri); 7:30pm to 9:30pm; level 3, Agape Village,
7A Lorong 8 Toa Payoh, Singapore 319264.
Topic: “Make Us True Servants: how can we
volunteer effectively?” For more information and
registration, please refer to the Caritas Singapore
website: www.caritas-singapore.org or email to
youngadults@caritas-singapore.org
GIFT - This weekend, there will be a second
collection for the GIFT (Giving in Faith &
Thankfulness) campaign. GIRO forms, cheques
or cash can be sealed into GIFT envelopes and

